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Illegal multi-family rooming house contained 34 occupants

Photo shows  part of the interior of the illegal multi-family rooming house at 347 North Sunrise Highway Service Road in
Manorville.

Farmingville, NY - Supervisor Mark Lesko and C ounc ilman Dan P anico have announced a Q uality of Life Task Force
ac tion that occurred on Wednesday, O c tober 5  at 347  North Sunrise H ighway Service Road in Manorville. Working on
a Brookhaven res ident's  complaint, the Q uality of Life Task Force inves tigators  found the dwelling to be a non-owner
occupied, illegal multi-family rooming house with at leas t 34  occupants .

"This  is  one  of the  wors t examples  of an illegal  multi-family  house  that I  have ever seen,"  said Supervisor Lesko.
"The owner was  in blatant violation of our Town codes  and placed the health and safety  of the occupants  at risk. I
thank  the  res ident  who  lodged  the  complaint  and  urge  everyone  to  report  any  illegal  ac tivity  that  they  see. The
Q uality of Life Task Force does  a great job in helping to rid our neighborhoods  of illegal multi-family houses  and they
will continue to aggress ively prosecute those who violate our codes ."

"Since  taking office  I  have  made it  a  priority  to  c rack  down on illegal  boarding homes  like  this  one  in Manorville,"
commented Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico. "Here is  another example of real ac tion to combat the hous ing
problems  of our Town, which if left unchecked will  spread like cancer through a community. O ut of town owners  and
those who have a flagrant dis regard for the community should realize that the old ways  of the pas t will  no longer be
tolerated. I  have dedicated myself to c leaning up this  dis tric t and maintaining the peaceful quality of life that we all
deserve. Homes  like  this  not only  exploit  the  community  at large, but also the  people  who res ide  within them. The
fines  will be s tiff and the ac tion will be swift."

The  property  owner, who  res ides  in  Smithtown, cooperated  with  inves tigators  and allowed access  to  the  dwelling.
Inves tigators  found the house to contain two separate two-bedroom basement apartments  with nine occupants  and
an illegal garage convers ion with eight occupants  living ins ide. The res t of this  s ingle s tory ranch house was  set up



like  a  rooming house  with 17  more  occupants  living in multiple  bedrooms. In addition, the  property  contained two
unregis tered vehic les  and some litter as  well  as  an in-ground pool  that was  unfenced, but was  protec ted by  a loop
lock cover. The res idence also was  miss ing smoke and carbon monoxide detec tors .

Q uality of Life Task Force inves tigators  will is sue at leas t 15  appearance tickets  to the owner for violations  inc luding
altering a s truc ture to an illegal multi-family, no building permit and no smoke or carbon monoxide detec tors . A  court
date has  been set for December 8 , 2011.

Supervisor Lesko es tablished the Q uality of Life Task Force to aggress ively enforce the Town code, eliminate blight
in  neighborhoods , shutdown  suburban  s lumlords , and  prosecute  serial  offenders . Between  2008  and  2010, fines
levied on code enforcement violations  inc reased by 255%.

I f res idents  believe that a property is  in violation of any Town of Brookhaven codes , they can call 451-TO WN to file a
complaint.
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